
What’s 

wrong?

We’re 

boring!!



Exercise

• Name one thing you have fond 

memories from a bonspiel you 

played in?

• What is important to you when 

choosing a spiel to attend?                                         



how we fix it…..

• To attract more business, our events 

must be attractive, compelling & 

engaging!

• Timing is important

• Value for entry fee

• Promote, prmote!

• There are enough curlers to go 

around!











let’s look at….

Themes



let’s look at….









Let’s look at….

• DRAWS - Be Fair!!!

• Don’t have back-to-back bad draws

• Watch your ice allocation carefully!

• Tips….

- schedule 2 games in one night 

instead of one game a night for 2 

nights

- Never play the last game at night 

and the first game in the morning

- Watch the outside sheets!



Let’s look at…..

Avoid canceling curling for dinner or 

entertainment

• Better for bottom line

• Danger of losing customers

• Ice always busy which means 

you are always busy

• New customers in the lounge 

every two hours!



prizes…..

• Cash is boring…spend on prizes

• Cheap stands out!

–Buy wholesale

–Brand names

• Return policy

• Pick-of-the-table is fun!

• Be fair with prize values



promotions…..

• Promote a product

–breweries, wineries, distillers

• Partnership promotions

–Prizes

–Reception at sponsor’s business or 
the sponsor sets-up at club.

–Give-aways in team package

• restaurant discounts

• taxi vouchers

• others?



be famous for something…..

Menu

• World’s greatest burger, butter tarts, 
chicken wings, Chinese food

Banquets

• Lobster, pig roasts, corn roasts, BBQ 
steaks, spaghetti, ice cream buffet, 
post-game snacks, oyster bar, fish fry

Drink Specials

• Margaritas, Draught Beer, Paralyzers, 
Bloody Caesers, Jello shots

Fun & Games

• Minnow races, casinos, dance, 
entertainment



entry fees…..

• Fees pay for ice time?!

• Be creative - maximize the experience 
and the bottom line!

–Don’t discount the food

–Buy prizes at wholesale and 
advertise retail

–Get sponsors to help reduce 
expenses

• Don’t want to rely on the bar to make 
money!



playing conditions…..

• Ice and rocks have to be good

–match rocks

–scrape often

–nip or drag

–keep the backboards clean



socially…..media

• Facebook
– Ironman

• You Tube
– Bonspiel Promotion

https://www.facebook.com/IronmanOutdoorCurlingBonspiel/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_bK5tF6rMCw&feature=youtu.be











