
1 
 

 

  

 
 

2020 - 2021 
 

Nature’s Bounty Curling 

Club Championship 

COMPETITOR’S GUIDE 
 



2 
 

COMPETITOR GUIDE 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
2021 Provincial Championship Events     page 3 
 Eligibility      page 3 
 Age requirements     page 3 
 Fifth Players      page 3 

Coaching      page 3 
 Time outs      page 3 
  
Provincial Championships       page 4 
 Rule Enforcement     Page 5 
 Game Time Operation    page 5 
 Pre Game Practice Routine    page 6 
 Cresting Standards     page 6 
 Last Stone Draw     page 6 
  
 
National Championship        page 7 
 
Event Specific Information: 
 
 
APPENDIX  
 Curling Club Rules        

 

ALL CHAMPIONSHIPS WILL ADHERE TO THE MANITOBA HEALTH ORDERS AS 

ISSUED BY THE PROVINCE. 

EVENTS MAY BE CANCELLED AT ANYTIME 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
 

2021 CURLMANTOBA PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
                 (being played in the fall of 2021) 
 

ELIGIBILITY 
1. Each competitor must meet all eligibility conditions as established by CurlManitoba. 
2. Each competitor shall adhere to the CurlManitoba residency requirements. 

3. All players must be members of a Manitoba Club, which is in good standing with 

CurlManitoba to compete in Provincial Championships.  

4. All entries are the sole responsibility of the individual who entered the team. This 

person is the only person authorized to alter an entry, therefore maintaining the 

team’s eligibility.  Team entries will be verified with the curling club. 

5. All four or five competitors registered on a team must be members of     

     the same CurlManitoba Member club. 

.   

 
AGE REQUIREMENTS 
 
Curling Club  One player allowed born after June 30, 2001. 
    
 
FIFTHS 
Fifths are allowed. 

1. The players on the ice must be four of the five players listed on the team 

entry/registration form.  

2. The registered Fifth Player must play lead.   

3. Fifth Players must maintain the eligibility of the team. 

4. There will be no spare pool available at the Provincial Championships. 

5. At the Curling Club Championship spares are allowed ONLY if a 5th player is not on 
the team roster.  The spare /5th must play lead. 

 
 
COACHES 
No coaches outs allowed 
 
TIME OUTS 
No time outs allowed  
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PROVINCIAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
IN ALL MATTERS CONCERNING ON ICE SITUATIONS, THE FINAL DECISION WILL BE 

MADE BY THE HEAD UMPIRE. 

 

IN ALL MATTERS CONCERNING OFF ICE ISSUES, THE FINAL DECISION WILL BE 

MADE BY THE CURLMANITOBA EVENT MANAGER and/or COORDINATOR. 

  
1. The draw shall be prepared by CurlManitoba and emailed to all teams who have provided 

email contact information. 
2. A team line-up card must be completed and presented to the Umpire prior to their first 

pre-game practice of the competition.  If a team’s personnel changes from the original 
line up card in a subsequent game, a new line-up card must be completed and presented 
to the Umpire prior to the practice of that game. 

3. If an Umpire determines that a team is unnecessarily delaying a game, the Umpire will 
notify the skip of the offending team and, after that notification, if the next stone to be 
delivered has not reached the tee line at the delivering end within forty-five seconds, the 
stone is removed from play immediately. 

4. Any team defaulting a game in the Provincial Championships for reasons other than 
extenuating circumstances (weather, multiple injury, etc) will be dealt with as follows: 

All members of that team will be disqualified from further play in that 
competition and will not be allowed to compete in any CurlManitoba sanctioned 
competition for the remainder of the season in which the default takes place. 
As well, all team members involved will not be allowed to participate in any 
CurlManitoba sanctioned competition for the year (season) following the 
infraction. 

5. In all games, where play cannot be continued due to ice conditions and/or problems 
within the building; such as power failure, condensation falling, etc., and subject to 
approval of the Umpire and CurlManitoba, play shall be resumed at the point of the last 
completed end.  This rule shall not apply in games where the game has been declared 
due to a team being late. 

6. So as not to disturb other curlers, all electronic communication devices brought on-ice 
must be turned off prior to play beginning.  This includes but is not limited to cellular 
phones, electronic pagers, beepers, etc.  

7. Consumption of tobacco products and cannabis on-ice will not be permitted during all 
Provincial Championship play.  At Curling Club Championship, alcohol will be permitted. 

8. All equipment will be checked and tagged prior to the first pre-game practice, any 
changes must be approved by an Umpire. 

9. A player may request that an Umpire inspect a brush prior to or during a game. 
10. In all Championships the pre-game practice is considered a part of the game therefore 

no broom heads can be changed after pre-game practice. 

11. It is understood that preliminary rounds, tiebreaker games and all playoff rounds are 
deemed to be one competition. Teams, having begun the competition, are expected to 
complete all games in the competition. 

12. Please remember to keep your knees and hands off the ice surface after you have 
thrown a stone.   

13. There will be no opening and closing ceremonies, banquet or cocktail party. 
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RULE ENFORCEMENT 
Rule enforcement will operate on a complaint based system where the Umpires will not get 
involved unless requested by either of the two competing teams.  The hog-line rule is that a 
stone must be clearly released BEFORE the hog-line.  If you consider hog-line violations to exist 
and wish that it be addressed, an Umpire will be assigned to observe all players on the sheet.  
The Umpire will make hog-line calls for both teams and stones will be removed accordingly. 
 
If you are leaving the ice area prior to other games being complete, please do not walk across 
the backboard while players are delivering their stones. 

 
GAME TIME OPERATION 

      1.  All games will be 8 ends. A bell will ring at 1 hour and 45 minutes indicating that the   
end in progress shall be completed and one more shall be played. 

      2.  A second bell will ring 20 minutes later (2 hours and 5 minutes).  Finish the end in   
progress and the game is considered complete. 

      3.  Unless specified, a game may be conceded at any time.  In the event of a tie at the  

conclusion of play, play shall be continued without changing the rotation of play (end   

the stones are thrown to) for each additional end or ends as may be required to  

decide the winning team.  

 
PRE-GAME PRACTICE 

1. Pre-game practice at Championships will be 5 minutes. A Fifth Player may participate. 
2. A minimum of thirty minutes before the draw, the teams shall toss a coin to determine 

the order of practice and stone colour.  The winner of the toss shall have the choice of 
second practice or stone colour. 

3. There will be a designated coin toss area.  If a team is late they will be deemed to have  
lost the toss. 

4. There is no sliding prior to the start of the pre-game practice. 

 
PRE-GAME PRACTICE ROUTINE 5 minutes  
 

Coin Toss  30 minutes prior to game time 

1st team access the 

ice 

 20 minutes prior to game time 

End of 1st practice 15 minutes prior to game time  

1st team last stone draw clockwise 

2nd team access the 

ice 

 10 minutes prior to game time 

End of 2nd practice  5 minutes prior to game time  

2nd team last stone draw counter clockwise 

 Bell to start the game  0 minutes prior to game time 

 
 
CRESTING STANDARDS 
For all 2021 Championships there are no cresting restrictions in effect. 
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LAST STONE DRAW  
Last stone for the game will be determined by a draw to the button, which will occur at the 
conclusion of each team’s pre-game practice.   
A player from the team, at the conclusion of the team practice shall throw a draw, which shall 
be measured by the Umpire.  In the event of a tie, the cumulative LSD will be used as a tie 
breaker. 
During the Last Stone draw the coaches and fifth players are allowed in the ice area.  They may 
not speak with their team. 

 
1. The team with first practice will always deliver the clockwise rotation while the 

team with second practice will always deliver the counter-clockwise rotation.  
2. Only the four ‘game’ players are allowed on the ice surface for the Last Stone draw 

in regular 4 person play. Full sweeping is allowed, however, one of the four players 
must hold the target broom. The sweeping line-up should be as it would be during 
the actual game. 

3. A stone not delivered within the time allotted by the Umpire will be assigned a 
distance of 185.40 cm (the stone must reach the near T-line before the one minute 
time expires).  A total of 199.6 is used with the app. 

4. Stones moved by the delivery team before being measured will be assigned the 
distance of the next defined circle away from the button. 

 On or touching the button = 15.24 cm (when a one foot button) 
 In or touching the four foot = 60.96 cm 
 In or touching the eight foot = 121.92 cm 
 In or touching the twelve foot = 182.88 cm 

5. If a member of the non-delivering team or an external force moves a stationary 
stone or causes it to be moved before the Umpire completes the measurement, the 
stone is replaced to its original position by the delivering team. 

6. The third from both teams shall confirm the distance measured with the Umpire. 
7. At the conclusion of the round robin, the single highest recorded distance will be 

discarded to establish the final accumulated distance. 
 

 

NOTE: All 4 team members must throw one last stone draw during their round robin games 
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NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

All teams at a Provincial Championship are competing for the Provincial Title.  The winning team 

shall be eligible to represent Manitoba at the Curling Canada Championship. However, 

CurlManitoba reserves the right to select the team to represent Manitoba at the National 

Championship.  

 

 

 

 

 

NATIONAL FUNDING 

Travel Expenses: 
  Curling Club  Airfare 4 athletes 
     2 rooms at the Curling Canada designated hotel 
 
Coaching: 
  Curling Club  Competition Coach Certification 
       Or 
     High Performance Consultant approved by Curling Canada 
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APPENDIX 
 

CURLING CLUB 

 
LOCATION     Brandon Curling Club 

      October 28-31, 2021 

 

EVENT CONTACT INFORMATION  Chairperson:   Crystal Lawson 

        brandoncurls@wcgwave.ca 

      CurlManitoba:  Laurie Macdonell 
          lmacdonell@curlmanitoba.org 
 

ACCOMODATIONS    Canad Inns 

      1125 18th Street 

      Brandon, MB 

      204-727-1422 

      Group #107227 

 

REGISTRATION, EQUIPMENT CHECK & VACCINE CHECK 

Vaccine check will be completed immediately upon entering the facility.  Please ensure to have 

your QR code and Picture Identification available. 

 
Equipment will be checked prior to your first pre-game practice by the umpires. 

 

ELIGIBILITY 
We trust all curling rinks will respect the intent of the spirit of the Curling Club Championships 
by engaging their members to participate and to represent their curling club in any process 
leading to the provincial / territorial championships and ultimately, leading to the Canadian 
Curling Club Championships. The event was created for true club-based teams. The objective is 
to support the development of grassroots curling across Canada. 
 
The principles of this event target non-elite teams (grassroots club curlers) who regularly 
compete in their clubs.  Teams, however, are no longer limited to being the club champion to 
be considered eligible. 
 
Eligibility requirements leading to the November 2021 National Curling Club 
Championship:  
Curling Canada reserves the right to exclude any team that violates the spirit and intent of this 
event as it pertains to the rules below: 

1. Participating curling clubs must be affiliated with its Provincial / Territorial Curling      
Association.  They must be in good standing with all applicable dues to the Association         
paid in full. 

mailto:lmacdonell@curlmanitoba.org
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2. Any competitor (including 5th players and spares) must be members in good standing 
of an affiliated curling club for the duration of the process. Example, you compete in 
2019-2020 to win your provincial / territorial event. You win the right to represent your 
province or territory at the Canadians which would be held in 2020-2021. All players 
including 5th players or spares must be members of the same club in both years.  
Note: residency exemptions may be granted if a player moved from one province / 
territory to another in the off season between events. 

3. Any competitor is not required to be a Canadian citizen. 
4. A 5th player may compete at any level of competition including the Canadian  

Championships. If they play, they must play the traditional lead position throwing the   
first two stones of any and all ends for their team and sweeping delivered stones    
numbered 3-8. No exceptions. Any 5th player costs will be the responsibility of the     
team. 

5. Once a four-person team enters the club championships playdowns, a maximum of  
one (1) spare from the club is allowed at any level of competition. A team can use 
an eligible spare for any game played assuming the spare is eligible based on Rule 2). 
The spare may be a different player each game. The spare must play the traditional lead 
position throwing the first two stones of any and all ends for their team and sweeping 
delivered stones numbered 3-8. No exceptions.  A team with a registered 5th player 
may not add a spare or replacement player.  

6. Each Member Association reserves the right to limit the number of teams qualifying from 
each club. 

7. A team must field three of the four original players for each game played at any level 
of the Curling Club Championships. “Original” means signed up and registered for league 
play in their club, OR signed up and registered for a special curling club championship 
qualifying event created within their club (with the permission of their Member 
Association). 
If an “Original” team only has three players, then those three players must be on the ice 
at all times up to and including the national championships. 

8. If any team had only three players all year, or in the special qualifying event, the team 
may pick up an eligible spare who must play the traditional lead position throwing the 
first two stones of any and all ends for their team and sweeping delivered stones 
numbered 3-8. 

9. If a team has five players during the season, one player must be designated the "5th" 
who, if added to the line-up, must play lead and sweep stones 3-8. Or, they may choose 
four (4) players from the 5-person team to participate as a four-player only team in the 
competition. 

10. All four (4) competitors and any 5th or spare player must be bona fide residents within 
the geographical area of the Member Association they are intending to represent (unless 
granted an exception by the Member Association). 

11. A competitor can participate for only one affiliated curling club in one season. If you lose 
out while playing for one club, you cannot then play for another club unless the Member 
Association accepts the competitor as an 5th player or spare player. 

 
Teams must qualify under one of the following conditions:  

1. Regular league players, or; 
2. A club championship process, or; 
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3. A special event to determine your Curling Club champions for your club that is not part 
of your formal club championships. 

 
The use of the delivery stick by any competitor (and any 5th player or spare) is acceptable 
subject to the Curling Canada rules under Rule 19. Curling With A Delivery Stick. 
Teams who play exclusively in a major / super league - where teams from more than one 
club compete - are ineligible for the Curling Club Championships unless the team competes in 
another eligible league in an affiliated club. 
 
EXEMPTION: 
NOTE:  Previous three seasons are 2020-2021/2019-2020/2018-2019 
 
Each four-person team is allowed to have one (1) player who, during the current year and 
previous two (2) curling seasons, has participated in the Canada Cup and/or, the Continental 
Cup; and/or, the Under-21; and/or, the Tournament of Hearts; and/or, the Brier; and/or, the  
Under-18; and/or, the Canadian Wheelchair; and/or, any Canadian Trials or Pre-Trials event; or 
any provincial /territorial event leading to these events. This same player can have played in a 
Tier 1 or Tier 2 Grand Slam event in the previous three (3) curling seasons. 
 
However, the other three team members of the team cannot have played in the following: 
     1.  Any Tier 1 Grand Slam event in the previous three (3) seasons. They could have played 

in a Tier 2 Grand Slam. 
1. Any provincial / territorial championship leading to the Canada Cup; and/or, the 

Continental Cup; and/or, the Under-21; and/or, the Tournament of Hearts; and/or, the 
Brier; and/or, the Under-18; and/or, the Canadian Wheelchair; and/or, any Canadian 
Trials or Pre-Trials event in the previous three (3) seasons; OR, unless their final 
ranking is less than the threshold established by the respective Member Association (see 
chart). Note: any player can have played in any of these events four (4) years and 
more back in time (regardless of finish) and not affect their eligibility for the Curling 
Club Championships. 

  
Threshold: Therefore, if you are not the ‘one’ player on the team without any restrictions, you 
and/or the other three players and any 5th players and any spares may have competed in any 
provincial / territorial championship in the previous three (3) seasons and still allowed to play in 
the Curling Club Championships, as long as you don’t match or surpass the thresholds set by 
your province (see chart below).  
 
 You finish 9th or worse at any provincial 

You finish 5th or worse at Open Entry Championships 
 
5th players at the Canada Cup; and/or, the Under-21; and/or, the Tournament of Hearts; 
and/or, the Brier; and/or, the Canadian Seniors; and/or, the Under-18; and/or, the Canadian 
Wheelchair; and/or, any Canadian Trials or Pre-Trials event are considered as not to have 
played in those events. 
 
A minimum of three (3) players must be a minimum of nineteen (19) years of age or over 
as of June 30th immediately prior to the national championships. 
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Any team is allowed one (1) player under nineteen (19) years of age whom shall be 
considered a “minor”. They must be accompanied by a legal guardian (or a chaperone identified 
by the legal guardian) for the duration of the event including departure from home and return 
to their home. A legal guardian can be a parent on the team. The team is responsible for all 
costs associated with legal guardian who is not a team member. 
Curling Canada has the sole authority to grant exceptions to these rules in extraordinary 
circumstances. Any request must be submitted by the Provincial / Territorial Member 
Association. Curling Canada will consult with the Provincial / Territorial Member Association and 
will notify them within five (5) business days in writing of any decision. The Curling Canada 
decision may not be appealed. 
 
In light of pandemic and the chaos it caused to end-of-season "Curling Club Championships 

events" in our provinces and territories, as well as the national impact with the cancellation of 

the 2020 Everest "Curling Club" championships, Curling Canada is recommending the 

'suspension' of parts of the eligibility criteria for the 2020-2021 season only: 

a) winners of "Curling Club" provincial / territorial events leading to the 2020 Everest National 

"Curling Club Championships" will not be penalized in not allowing them to play for the 2021 

Everest National "Curling Club Championships". They are fully eligible to compete for 2021. 

 

b) those "Curling Club" provincial / territorial winners who competed in the 2019 National 

"Curling Club Championships" will be deemed as having completed their one year layoff and will 

also be eligible to play in 2021. 

 

c) teams still involved in a suspended "Curling Club Championships" provincial / territorial 

playdown process, may remain involved even if they do not meet all of the normal criteria. 

FORMAT 
The Competition is open entry.  

Games will be 8 ends.  Bell will be at 1 hour of 45 minutes. 

Pre-game practice will be 5 minutes.   
 
Men’s Draw:        4 pools of 7 teams.  The top 2 teams from each group will advance to a 8  

                  team sudden death playoff. 

Women’s Draw:  2 pools of 6 teams.  The top 2 teams from each pool will advance to a  

                            crossover playoff.   

 

No tiebreakers.  Placement will be first determined by head to head and then by cumulative 

Last Stone Draw. 
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SEEDING 
Teams are not seeded. 

 
TEAM MEETING 
Teams all have different start time so athletes are encouraged  to ask  the umpires on site  any 

questions or concerns they may have.  

 
 
STONE SELECTION 

 

 

Game Last Stone Stone Colour Stone Selection 

Round Robin 
(2 pools of 6 teams) 
(4 pools of 7 teams) 

Last stone 

draw 

 

 Coin toss for option of 1st/2nd practice or stone colour 

 Coin toss will occur a minimum of 30 minutes prior to 

the game time 

Cross Over 
playoff systems 
(Women) 
 
 

 The top team in each pool plays the 
2nd place team in the other pool 
 

 Teams ranked 1 in each pool will have 
the choice of Last Stone Advantage 
OR colour 

 
 The team with last stone shall practice 

first 
 

 No stone selection. 
 The stones on the 

assigned games sheet 
shall be used. 
 

Final  

 

 

 The winners of the crossover games 
will advance to the final game 
 

 A coin toss will occur for choice of 
colour OR practice 

 
 A LSD will determine the last stone 

advantage 
 

 No stone selection. 

8 team sudden death 

playoff  (Men) 

 Teams ranked 1 in each pool will have 
the choice of Last Stone Advantage 
OR colour for the first playoff game 
 

  A coin toss will occur for choice of 
colour OR practice for the  balance of 
the playoff games 

 
 A LSD will determine the last stone 

advantage 
 

 No stone selection 


